
 
The 35th 

 
RARITAN RIVER 

MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

 
New Music, New Artists, 

New Venue… 
Plus Old Favorites! 

 

May 2024 
 
 

 
 

Change Your Music│Change Your Mind 



Raritan River Music 
National Winner: 

The ASCAP-Chamber Music America Award for 
Adventurous Programming 

 

Outstanding Achievement Award 
Hunterdon County Cultural & Heritage Commission 

 

Award for Diversity Achievement 
Warren County Human Relations Commission 

 

Certificate of Appreciation and Recognition 
“Your Culture, Your Health” Cancer Awareness 
Hunterdon HealthCare and Hunterdon Regional 

Cancer Center 
 

Honored by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey as “a highly esteemed cultural 

organization within the Garden State” and “a 
distinguished member of the New Jersey cultural 

community.” 
 

Thanks to all the long-time supporters and new friends 
who help bring the programs of Raritan River Music to 
the Western New Jersey community – and beyond! 
 

For more details about the festival, as well as Raritan 
River Music’s nationally recognized educational 
enrichment programs and the Music from Raritan River  
and The Book of Imaginary Beings CDs, please visit the 
Web site: 

www.RaritanRiverMusic.org 
Thank you for supporting Raritan River Music! 



 
The 35th  

Raritan River Music Festival 
Presents 

 
 

In Django’s Footsteps:  
Paris, 1935 

 
Saturday, May 11, 2024 at 7:30 PM 

 
Bethlehem Presbyterian Church 

2 Race Street, Pittstown (Grandin), NJ 08867 
 



More information and tickets: 
www.RaritanRiverMusic.org 

 
Please visit www.RaritanRiverMusic.org 

for festival program notes, videos, artists’ bios,  
volunteers, contributors, and more. 

 

The Program 
 

The program will be announced  
from the stage. 

 

 
Following the concert, please join us in the 

fellowship hall for a reception  
to meet the performers. 

http://www.raritanrivermusic.org/
http://www.raritanrivermusic.org/


About Hot Club of Philadelphia 
www.HotClubOfPhiladelphia.com  
 

Joseph Arnold, violin 
Barry Wahrhaftig, guitar & vocals 
Phyllis Chapell, vocals, 
Zack Devine, guitar & vocals 
Josh Machiz, bass 
 

The Hot Club of Philadelphia was established in 2001.  
Inspired by the 1930s “Quintet of the Hot Club of 
France” in Paris – led by guitarist Django Reinhardt 
and violinist Stéphane Grappelli – The Hot Club of 
Philadelphia, with its founding guitarist Barry 
Wahrhaftig, brings its unique interpretations of 
Manouche (Romani) Jazz, aka “Gypsy Jazz,” Hot 
Jazz, and French Swing, along with Americana styles 
to Raritan River Music Festival audiences for the first 
time.  HCPhilly comprises Philly’s finest on violin, 
bass, guitars, and vocals. 
 
Django and Grappelli developed their own version of 
“American Hot Jazz,” as played by artists such as 
Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington. Hot Club of 
France employed acoustic guitars, bass, and violin, 
rather than horns and drums. Grappelli and Django 
added some French and Gypsy flavor and created a 
blend of music that became an international sensation. 
HCPhilly mixes the original style of the Hot Club of 
France, along with their own modern influences.  The 
band is now beginning to record their fourth release. 
 

http://www.hotclubofphiladelphia.com/


Thanks to the staff of the historic 
Bethlehem Presbyterian Church! 

 

 
 

 
 



 
Click on QR code with your smartphone 

to go to the Raritan River Music web site! 
 
 

 
Watch for listings in June and July 

 
 

 



Raritan River Music 
 

Board of Trustees 
Rosanna Hunt (President) 
Lucinda Chou (Treasurer) 

Lois Laning 
Peter Laning 

Michael Newman 
Laura Oltman 

 
Advisory Board 

Ian Dalziel (Immediate Past President) 
Richard S. Bowles, III (Past President) 

 
Steven Lember 

Francis Casale, Jr. 
Tom DiGiovanni 

Thomas Gallant 
Diana Lesanics 

Eric Peress 
 

In Memoriam 
Robert Brighton 
John M. Perry 

 
Founding Artistic Directors 

Laura Oltman and Michael Newman 
 

Outreach Program /  
Administrative Coordinator Emerita 

Kathleen Spinks 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Ellie Beder



Thank you to all the 
Festival Volunteers! 
 
Lauren Brighton 
Judy Brown 
Paul Buckley 
Lucinda Chou 
Jennifer Chou-Green 
Rachel Cohen 
Nina Cruz 
Bob Cull 
Joan Darkenwald 
Sue Fitzgerald 
Betty Franke 
Faith Frankel 
Cheryl Harding 
Sally Herb 
Alex Hernandez 
Hal Hirsch 
Phyllis Hirsch 
Jenn Hughes 
 

 
Rosanna Hunt 
Dan Hunt 
Peter Hunt 
Arlene Jende 
Parvathi Kumar 
Lois Laning 
Peter Laning 
Diana Lesanics 
Marsha Longshore 
Michael Margulies 
Barbara Mathieu 
Rebecca Nadolny 
Eileen Napolitano 
Susan Neily 
David Oltman 
Roy Pedersen 
Diane Romano 
Mark Silber 
Kathy & Grant Spinks 
Maria Szijj 
 

 

 



Upcoming Concerts 
35th Raritan River 

Music Festival 

 
Newman & Oltman Guitar Duo 

Feat. Celil Refik Kaya and João Luiz, guitars 
More Music from Raritan River: 

New Commissions plus Leo Brouwer 85th Celebration 
 

Saturday, May 18, 2024 at 7:30 PM 
Historic Hunterdon County Courthouse,  

Flemington, NJ 
 

 



 
Manhattan Chamber Players 

Brahms & Dvořák: Titans of the Romantic Era 
 

Saturday, May 25, 2024 at 7:30 PM 
Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church, Stewartsville, NJ 

 

 
 



Thanks to all the long-time supporters and new 
friends who continue to help make the Raritan 
River Music Festival a valued event in the 
Western New Jersey community. 
• Web mastering by Dave Oltman Design.  
• Video and Streaming services by The Animal Farm. 
• Accounting services by Lucinda Chou, CPA.  
• Piano moving services by Camel Piano Moving. 
• Computer services by Westech Computers.  
• Performers’ Refreshments by Casola’s Pizza and Grill 

of Bloomsbury and Duke’s of Pittstown.  
• Artists’ accommodations by TownePlace Suites of Clinton.  
• Printing services by PrintPlus of Stewartsville.   
• Mailing services by MJR of Phillipsburg. 
• Brochure & Logo Design by Joe Cooper of StudioJoe. 

 

The Raritan River Music Festival, the New Music 
Commissioning Program, and the Artists-in-the-
Community Residency Program are made possible in 
part with the generous support of: 

   
   

Made possible with funds from the Hunterdon County 
Cultural & Heritage Commission, a partner of the New 

Jersey State Council on the Arts. 
 

w w w . R a r i t a n R i v e r M u s i c . o r g   
B o x  4 5 4 ,  O l d w i c k ,  N J   0 8 8 5 8  

9 0 8 - 2 1 3 - 1 1 0 0  
i n f o @ r a r i t a n r i v e r m u s i c . o r g   

http://www.raritanrivermusic.org/
mailto:info@raritanrivermusic.org
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